DOWNTOWN i catycae
-

Dothan
Historic
District

Four buildings part of
beautification project

& takes muscle and Imagination to beawify & downtosn
fou haes o eomahow get beyord the boardad up buldings
ard wacan lole Sometimas you haws 1o just put on thea ross
coloned glassss to e beyond the chateckes and chellkenges
of revitalization. Eut whan the stars finalky align it's meagical.

With the ecquisition of four buidinga n the 100 Bock
of Foster Streai, the Dothan Dowrntown Pedawelopmeant
Authaor ity is moving forward with a Bock beeutification project
that promodes public and privale perinerships.  Oowntown
architact Joa Doncfro moantly elessad the mndenng of the
foir buildings on the weat sida of Fostar Sreat “The siyles
ara in ine with facedae built in the sady 1800 in doswntosn
Cothan. The ratel stomfronds ene historically cormactwith tha
intreduction of decorative cormicae, fiezes and bends,” says
Donadna.

This bold mose wil cleerly show progress downtown and
will atrect developars fraditicnally skeptical of the hisioric
district’s ability to ewiee ieel. Donofro commentad about
ite beauiicetion propct seying, Any commerncial retail
davalopar knows he hes 1o haea space reedy 1o kesa or 2|
in an improvad condion. ‘Whean the project B compleied
trase four builings wil b2 & lot mone altrective 1o Bnants or
burpars”

Cre samal buikdng on the block & already spokan for
Plare e undarway 1o turn blight indo & light filled plant ard
nirealty ehop. And ecroes the sfest from the projfect ancthar
dowriiown investor ia treneforming & o stony bulding indo
an ar ard gilt gallery. Dowrdown's ime has coma. And il's
ahout time.

Downtown Group has a new home

With the fate of 1he old Jailhouse saglad, The Downtoan Group recantly hed 12 find 8
rew home for s offices We packed esanything up ard knocked on the door of the WTVY
building for Charles Woods Building.) As fale would hase it Pat Delbey, Regional Vics
Preaidant of Grey Televsion erd Ganerdl Managar of WTVY Chenrel 4, hed some specs
and irviled The Oowntown Group o et up shop on the third foor of his 285 Morth Foaer
Straad location. All this is inthe nemea of progeses! With the old jail coming down elong with
ke SEACT building the much needed perling project can be compleded gieing tha Bank
building a shot &t salling o a downbown irsestor.
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A bold, new
vision for

our library

Downtown is sot & place for wimps. Just ask
Baiya Forus Houston Lowe Memorial Library
Cirector, erd Cherie Chason, Chairman of the librery's
Boerd of Trusiesae, eboutwhat it 1akes to cleim aspeca
dowmown They're headng up the biggeet publicd
privele pertrership aqar o hit the Historic District
- 8 new public librany for Dothan's citzene loceted
in tha haar of the Histonc District Total price 1&g
£1B milion

Battya respondad by seying “We'se got & tough
fimalira. The public confribution is $11 million and wa
hewa o coma upwith £3 million dollare in privaie funds
fast” 5o why fight so hard for & downicwn lecation™
“% downtown location means that both Ieraly and
pteysically the librery is the heart of the community,”

The Houstonlow Memorial Librery curmenthy
sarsas Bn earage of 530 people par day with 65,000
librery cards iEswad to reaidenis of Houston County
Cheria Chason, 3 voluntasr, seys har passion is fusled
by the fect that “A public lorary maens a0 much o
genaratiore N this community. | think i3 fime for 2
new bulding 1he old buiking is overshedosed by
modem echnology. Let's stop pekching ernd maka
things work. And et build | downicwn whara it truly
b=longe erd whane it wil truly sande the needs of the
community.”

Eo, ii's reedy, =1, erd go for mewdothanlibrany
com. ou can log on and gat the latest nformation
on the library projct or meke & contibution through
PayPal Contsct Bailye Forbue at the HoustonLowa
Mamorial Librery phone rumbar  534-793-B7ET
Contributiors can also be meiled jo BO. Box 1368,
Cothan, Alabama ZE302
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Paul Friop, ownar ol Tha Bigies,

at The Bistro

b tuces Meaaiing this year &l Histro on Foslar Gimeal  The
award for renovabions tohin " evening was atendad by tha many friends and
reclaimn nd courkya esa supporiars of downtown eweizetion

Annual awards
celebration held

The Downtown Growp celebrated the Anrusl
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exccurve coumntes | he Downtown Group Board Members, 2008

Biabin Bainer, Pressidem
Lamy Tollesan, Vics Prasidsmt  BOARD OF DIRECTORS
i Turkosk, Teasurer Commizaionsr Phil Formsisr

Ol=ide Frith, Sscrerdany Chip Gaonge
Cheri Hal
BLECUTIVE DIRECTOR Bob Handric
Carthy Cobs Christing Cherry Irwin
Harned Kicreesss

Shannah Mallory PRI B DS
optione or Tre Do nicsn Sroup, cal

Tedd MoDanald |30 TR B o menedd wor iy e

Joannes MocGhes

Diorria Minib Tha Dossricw niGoup

Wiandel Sepp gty

Kim WizHord
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